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material advancement of the State. The Government have already promised this Syndicate power and other reasonable facilities. The Pallivasal Hydro-Electric Scheme is to be enlarged with a view to supply them with electricity.
Another important step that has been taken is a Geological survey recently undertaken by Dr. J. L. Gillson, an American expert, who has discovered large resources of lime stone in the High Range which could be most advantageously used for the manufacture of cement in which, it is believed, the State could be made self-sufficient, (Vide page 8 for further particulars)
Considerable encouragement has been given to the Paper Mill at Punalur which was struggling for its existence. By purchasing almost the whole quantity of paper produced by the Mill the Government have given it ample help. The Government are thus rendering every help to industrial con* cerns started and conducted as private enterprise,
Progress of Electrical Development
Electric Supply undertakings are of recent growth in Travancore. Although the first power station was in existence in the High Ranges as early as 1905, it was only towards the latter part of 1927 that Government created a separate organisation to carry out a programme of electrical development in the State. With the inauguration of this Department, electric supply was first introduced in Trivan-drum, the capital of the State, in March, 1929. The beginnings were very modest, but during the last 12 years of the operation of the Station, substantial progress has been made in all directions, as a result of the impetus given by His Highness the Maharaja whose cherished desire was that the supply of power was the basic foundation of industrial advancement. The capital outlay on this undertaking till last financial year was Rs. 11 lakhs. The chief feature of this scheme was that it has been paying a satisfactory return on its investment ever since it started working. A substantial depreciation fund has